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The Megaregion challenge

TSU speaker urges creativity

David Crossley, Apr 03, 09.

Tagged with transportation, urban planning, cities, metro, megaregions

The Texas Triangle and the nation’s other megaregions will soon contain two-thirds of the population of the
United States, according to Dr. Catherine Ross, speaking today at the 25th anniversary celebration of the
transportation programs at Texas Southern University.

Ross said that, without changes in thinking about development, the great challenges facing Texas and the
nation by 2050 are a doubling of travel by car and bus, congestion of airports and air space, serious
environmental concerns, and massive land consumption that could leave the megaregions as relatively
continuous stretches of urbanization.

In this view, the Texas Triangle, which includes Houston, Dallas, Fort Worth, Austin and San Antonio, could

essentially be solid urban areas unless the Triangle’s leaders provide new levels of creativity and
collaboration.
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Ross noted that about 35 million people will live in the Texas Triangle by 2050. Three of the nation’s 10
largest cities are in it. She said “cultural cohesion creates the opportunity for great collaboration among the
metropolitan areas.”

She called attention to the “Vision for the 21st Century* of the American Association of State Highway and
Transportation Officials (AASHTO), which calls for investing in innovation, connecting all regions of the
country, expanding opportunities, and integrating highway, rail, and port freight systems.

In related news, students and professors at Texas A&M University have created a Texas Urban Triangle web
portal for their long-term study of the Texas Urban Triangle, their name for the Texas Triangle. A graphic and
technical report of the Triangle is available on their website, including an Executive Summary.

[Note: Houston Tomorrow will host a conference on “Megaregions and Metroprosperity: Sustainable
Economics for the Texas Triangle” in Houston September 24-25 this year. America 2050 will partner in the
event, and Dr. Ross is an invited speaker. More to be announced. Save the date.]
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Upcoming Events

County Commissioners meeting
Apr 07, 09 — The Harris County Commissioners Court meets at 10...

Earth Day Houston Celebration/5K run
Apr 11, 09 — Mothers for Clean Air and the Galveston-Houston Association...
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asks papers to cut costs
by 20%
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If Americans begin to consume less, how might the emerging system work?

Robert Muhammad

Transit funds taken from METRO a burden on Houston region

Christopher B. Leinberger

Sacramento development model could lead national transformation
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