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Georgia in the rearview mirror?
by Tom Baxter

Georgia Online News Service

For most of this decade, Atlanta has been the nation's fastest growing metropolitan area. But in the latest batch of
data released last week by the US Census Bureau, the metro area that had grown fastest in the previous year was
Raleigh, N.C., and its suburb, Cary.

Raleigh-Cary grew by 4.3 percent over the year ending last July and, for the first time, it now numbers more than a
million people. This could be a mere demographic blip or something we'll look back on a few decades from now as a
fateful turning point.

Atlanta and Raleigh lie on the northern and southern ends of what is now being called the Piedmont Atlantic
Megaregion, or PAM. More than 34 million people live in the string of cities and suburbs stretching from Raleigh to
Charlotte, down through Greenville-Spartanburg and west to Atlanta and Birmingham.

The PAM may be hard to conceptualize, but not if you've ever been slowed by a series of wreck-related traffic jams all
the way from Atlanta to Greenville. In 30 years, the empty spaces in that blob of Sunbelt urbanization will have been
filled with an additional 84 billion square feet of construction. By 2050, the PAM's population is expected to have
grown by another 23 million, or 70 percent.

How to insure that this future population has adequate water, breathable air, the ability to move around and compete

in the global economy was the subject of a daylong conference Monday at the Georgia Tech Global Learning Center.
It brought together an A-list of planners, business leaders and public officials, including Atlanta Mayor Shirley Franklin
and Charlotte, N.C., Mayor Pat McCrory, to talk about the challenges presented by such unprecedented growth.

"Infrastructure is the competitive advantage. The question before us now is what kind of infrastructure do we need to
be competitive in the global economy?" said Catherine Ross, director of Tech's Center for Quality Growth and
Regional Development.

Queue to the Golden Dome, where this week transportation policy has been addressed by the House and Senate,
like two drunks meandering down a mountain road. No one seems to trust anyone else's motives in the debate over
the proposed Department of Transportation reorganization, and the question of what any of it means in terms of
addressing the real transportation needs of the state remains unanswered.
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Getting cities and states across a sprawling region to cooperate with each other isn't going to be a piece of cake,
either. The discussion at Monday's conference focused more on getting governments to cooperate with each other,
not compete, so no one ever asked what the PAM's economic and population center was likely to be in 2050. But as
an antidote to complacent thinking, it's a question worth considering.

More than most cities, Atlanta became what it is because of its crossroads position, for railroads, interstates and,
most spectacularly, airline traffic. Its metro area gobbled new space at an historic rate, but getting around that
sprawling mass becomes ever more difficult.

By contrast, you can get a train from Raleigh to Charlotte for $25. A decade or so from now, that will mean a lot more
than it does today. Charlotte has a snazzy new light rail system. Unlike Georgia, North Carolina has positioned itself
to pick up a significant chunk of the $8 billion set aside in the stimulus package for development of rapid-rail corridors,
linking Raleigh with Richmond, Va., and the Northeast Megaregion.

The string of North Carolina cities that stretch from Raleigh to Charlotte have seen their share of busts, from textiles
to tobacco, and from banking to high tech, but they have been well-served by their state's investments in education
and transportation, and they have more time and room to plan wisely for the next 50 years than the Atlanta
Metroblob.

In short, Raleigh, or maybe Charlotte, look to be another airport expansion or so away from becoming the PAM's
crossroads city, while Atlanta slowly morphs into the megaregion's Macon.

It may not be a bad thing, in the long run, if the ATL isn't in the middle of the PAM. Metro Atlanta has enough to
handle coping with its growing water problems and its failure over the past few years to move its transportation
system into a new era. But for the Next Great City, the Olympic City, the International City, it's going to take some
getting used to.

Tom Baxter is editor of the Southern Political Report and senior vice president of its parent
company, InsiderAdvantage, a media and polling firm. He was the chief political correspondent
at the Atlanta Journal-Constitution for 20 years. [full bio]
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Editor's note: GONSO is free. It's yours. Please use it...

Hello, Georgia.

Georgia has seen stunning growth in the past 10 years, but the laurels to sit on may be moving northward, Carolina
way. GONSO politics writer Tom Baxter heard from plenty of people who are looking into the future of the sprawl in

what's been dubbed the Piedmont Atlantic Megaregion.

As the rest of this region picks up the pace of growth, Atlanta's problems accompany the sprawl — shortages of water,
poor air quality and inadequate transportation infrastructure. The sprawl is growing faster than any movement coming
from the Georgia State Legislature, and GONSO Executive Editor John Sugg has a few thoughts.

We also offer up today a look at who's getting unfair blame for the mortgage meltdown — illegal immigrants. This is a
major investigative story that attacks many of the deceptive statements about the mortgage crisis.

These articles, suitable for weekend op-ed pages and website viewing, are free for you to use. Please credit the
writers and the Georgia Online News Service.

We'd like to hear from you. You can call us at 800-891-3459.

Or send your comments and any story ideas to executive editor John Sugg at john.sugg@georgiaonlinenews.org.

Today's GONSO

Georgia in the rearview mirror?

by Tom Baxter

The metro area with the fastest growth in the past year was Raleigh, NC.

Full Story

Minority Meltdown

It was a stunning revelation: lllegal immigrants hold 5 million bad mortgages in the United States.

http://www.georgiaonlinenews.com/templates/gonso_greensheet.cfm?editionid=88&storyid=325&id=0 (3 of 5) [4/1/2009 3:42:44 AM]


mailto:john.sugg@georgiaonlinenews.org

Georgia Online News Service

Full Story

SOAPBOX

Capitol Clowns Cause Calamities and Crises

by John Sugg

Pundits on the left and right seem to be reaching consensus about our politicians. Liberal Jay Bookman, Conservative
Randy Evans and Moderate Tom Crawford are singing from the same hymnal.

Full Story

Tomorrow's Budget

Hollis Gillespie's Shocking Real Life
Sometimes a Butt Kicking is in Order
by Hollis Gillespie

Businesses Rally Politicians for Vote on Transport Tax Hike
by Maggie Lee

GOP pushes voter ID bills in the South
by

The Sad Decline Of Religious-Based Education
by John A. Tures
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Super Speeder Law Dents Wallets and Boosts Trauma Care by John Kiely [More]

Worrisome Parallels between Washington 2006 and Georgia 2010 by J. Randolph Evans [More]
New Bill Closes "Loophole” in Murder Sentencing by Maggie Lee [More]

Milton County Vote Scrapped for 2009 by John Fredericks [More]

No lie: Pinocchio turns 70 with DVD release by Eleanor Ringel Cater [More]

Miracles versus Money: Georgia's Trauma Care Delivery Dilemma by John Kiely [More]

Stem Cells, Georgia, and the Wrong Message Gets Sent by [More]

Analysis: A New South Rising by Chris Kromm [More]

Senate Approves Regional Taxes for Transportation by Maggie Lee [More]

Vestiges of Nuwaubian Cult Remain Years After Criminal Case Ended Rural Empire by Bill Osinski [More]
Unchain MARTA and Free Everyone in Georgia by Jeanne Bonner [More]

Reservations About Creating Human Life in Order to Destroy It by Ralph Reed [More]

Georgia 2010 Budget: What's Inside by Maggie Lee [More]

Hollis Gillespie's Shocking Real Life
Broken Hearts Can't Exactly Help by Hollis Gillespie [More]

Georgia Football and the Power of Expectations by K. Patrick Jensen [More]

History Shows What a New New Deal Could Do for the South by Chris Kromm [More]
Key Issues, Elected Leaders by [More]

How one newspaper is adjusting to life without the Associated Press by [More]

Saving lives by taxing cigarettes is one legislator's crusade by K. Patrick Jensen [More]
State Senator Fights Georgia Power, Governor's Power by Maggie Lee [More]

Cigarette Tax Hike is Still Smoldering by K. Patrick Jensen [More]

For Jeff Francoeur, Losing Isn't an Option by Paul Kaplan [More]

Award a Reminder of Georgia Free Speech Victory by Phil Kent [More]

Southern States Receive $15 Billion in Bailout Money Passed Through AIG by Chris Kromm [More]
Georgia's Disgusting Underworld a Top Tourist Attraction by Hollis Gillespie [More]
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